
The case of Mrs Tweedle

Mrs Tweedle was admitted to hospital at 1900 hours on the 13th June .

At that time she was seen by the nurse who made the following observations:

Age about 80 years

Confused but can answer questions about family and home.

Volunteered the information that she lived at home by herself but her son visited periodically. However she did not like him visiting as she was frightened that he might hit her if she “whined about any thing.”

She had multiple bruises to her right arm and the left side of her abdomen. Her face had small skin tears and her scalp was grazed.

Her right leg was bruised and swollen.

 She was very quiet and did not seem to know why she had been brought to the hospital by the neighbour and she did not want to stay.

The nurse left her in the admissions cubicle alone for 10 minutes after which time she went back and resumed her chat with Mrs Tweedle.

Mrs Tweedle was heard by other staff who passed the cubicle to say that she did not like this hospital or the “room” and wanted to leave. She then shouted to the nurse that “ she was nasty” and Mrs Tweedle was leaving and then said loudly “ don’t you dare stop me you naughty girl. Keep your hands off me .I want the police. Someone get me the police”

The RN arrived and told Mrs Tweedle not to make so much noise, helped her back onto the trolley, then said to the nurse” put these sides up so she doesn’t fall out and make sure the door is shut if you leave her.” 

The patient was finally admitted to a ward although she stated continually that she needed to leave and had someone at home to look after. 

On admission to the ward the EN noted that she had severe bruising which looked a couple of days old but that she had a bleeding tear about 4 cms long to the side of her left forearm which looked as if it had only just occurred.

The nurse also noted that Mrs Tweedle was quite confused about where she was, and why she was in hospital, and when the nurse helped her out of bed to stand, Mrs Tweedle tottered and would have fallen if the nurse had not caught her and put her back on the bed.

During the course of the conversation with Mrs Tweedle the nurse was interrupted by the RN who asked her to go to the nurses’ station to document for another patient. She did so immediately and while she was there heard a loud bump followed by a yell from the direction of Mrs Tweedle’s bed. On investigation she was confronted by Mrs Tweedle lying on the floor with blood streaming from the cut on her arm and another cut to the head. She was semiconscious and required 3 staff to lift her into bed. The doctor was called and examined her hurriedly and told the staff she was OK and that he would see her later in the morning. 

Mrs Tweedle died at 0600 before the doctor could return to see her .

 The nurses were at breakfast that day talking to other staff about the incident, at which time the doctor’s name was mentioned and it was stated by the RN that he was”certainly to blame for the death “ and that he should be punished for it. 

Can you find an example of possible:

Negligence ?

Defamation ?

Assault ?

False imprisonment.?
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